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ABSTRACT 
A transport system generates environmental emissions such as noise, vibrations, air emissions and particles and light, 
which can have adverse impact on the health, well-being and quality of life for the occupiers of development contig-
uous with transport noise corridors. The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) has developed a policy po-
sition statement which outlines TMR’s position in relation to the development of land that is impacted by environ-
mental emissions from Transport Operations and Infrastructure (TOI) which includes busways, light rail, railways 
and State-controlled roads. Together with the application of the Queensland Development Code (QDC), Mandatory 
Part 4.4, Buildings in a Transport Noise Corridor (QDC MP4.4), TMR’s aim is to ensure development proposals for 
new environmentally sensitive development within transport noise corridors are designed and constructed in a way to 
protect occupants from significantly adverse impacts resulting from environmental emissions generated by existing 
and future transport operations. One of the major sources of environmental emissions is transport noise. When de-
signing a new noise sensitive land use, developers must ensure that the predicted impact of transport noise by future 
transport operations is attenuated. The transport noise criteria listed in TMR’s Policy Position Statement, Develop-
ment on Land Affected by Environmental Emissions from Transport and Transport Infrastructure (PPS) is relevant to 
new noise sensitive land use proposed contiguous with a transport corridor. 

INTRODUCTION 

Historically, demand for urban development in Queensland 
had been able to be accommodated on land sufficiently dis-
tant from TOI to prevent significant adverse impacts on the 
surrounding community from occurring. However, signifi-
cant growth pressures in Queensland and an associated short-
age of land to accommodate this growth, has meant that ur-
ban development is increasingly encroaching on transport 
operations, increasing the risk of adverse impacts to both the 
community and the long term sustainability of the transport 
system.  

It follows that by increasing the number of people exposed to 
environmental noise generated by TOI (either through urban 
encroachment or consolidation), the risk of significant public 
concern about the transport system will also increase. Public 
concern about the adverse impacts of the transport system on 
health, community wellbeing and quality of life can result in 
operating conditions or injunctions being placed on the 
transport system. Such conditions or injunctions mean that 
the transport system may not be able to operate efficiently, 
which in turn can result in detrimental impacts to the com-
munity’s economic and social wellbeing and the ability of the 
Government to achieve the land use patterns which will en-
sure that quality of life is maintained into the future.  

Importantly, the environmental noise generated by TOI can 
be attenuated in a majority of cases, making it suitable for the 
community to live and work at locations close to the transport 
system. 

Both transport administering authorities and proponents seek-
ing to develop land adjacent to the transport system have a 
role to play in ensuring that the community’s exposure to 
environmental noise from TOI is reduced. 

Transport administering authorities can reduce the risk of 
adverse impacts by, for example, ensuring that future 
transport infrastructure is designed and constructed to incor-
porate treatments to attenuate the amount of noise emitted 

from a transport corridor or facility and adopting emission 
control and management practices to reduce the impact from 
existing TOI where appropriate. 

Proponents of development on land that is affected by envi-
ronmental noise from TOI can ensure that development is 
located, orientated and designed to reduce the degree to 
which the user or occupiers of the development are exposed 
to the noise emitted from these sources. 

BACKGROUND 

TMR is a concurrence agency for transport related triggers 
with respect to new developments within 100m of specified 
transport infrastructure, including State controlled roads. As 
such TMR can set conditions of development for these de-
velopments.  Development Applications (DA) are referred to 
TMR to ensure that, for the purposes of this paper, the safety, 
efficiency and effectiveness of existing and future TOI are 
enhanced and protected. 

The primary purpose for TMR assessing development appli-
cations is to ensure that impacts of proposed development on 
TOI are taken into account. A most commonly arising matter 
is environmental impacts such as road traffic noise. 

TMR’S POLICY POSITION STATEMENT 

The PPS outlines TMR’s policy position in relation to the 
development of land affected by environmental noise from 
linear TOI. This includes busway, railway, light rail and 
State-controlled road infrastructure. This PPS has been ap-
proved and is scheduled for implementation in early 2012. 

Objectives of the PPS 

The objectives of the Policy are to ensure that: 

• transport operations and infrastructure are protected 
from those types of development on contiguous 
land that may lead to operational constraints on the 
transport system; 
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• the community is protected from significantly ad-
verse impacts on health, community wellbeing and 
quality of life resulting from environmental noise 
generated by existing and future TOI; and 

• the Queensland Government’s approach to land use 
planning and decision making regarding develop-
ment of land contiguous with existing or future 
transport corridors is transparent and consistent. 

By ensuring that land affected by environmental noise from 
TOI is developed in a way that reduces the community’s 
exposure to such emissions, the health and wellbeing of the 
community and the operational integrity of Queensland’s 
transport system can be maintained in the long term. 

Application of the PPS 

The PPS applies throughout Queensland to development 
proposals for new sensitive development on land that is af-
fected by environmental noise generated by the following 
types of government supported transport infrastructure: 

• a busway and busway transport infrastructure; 

• a railway, rail transport infrastructure and other rail 
infrastructure; 

• light rail and light rail transport infrastructure; and  

• a State-controlled road and road transport infra-
structure. 

A new sensitive development is a development whose prima-
ry users or occupiers are considered to be ‘sensitive’ to the 
environmental noise generated by TOI. This sensitivity may 
result from several factors including the susceptibility of the 
population to adverse impacts and duration of exposure at a 
particular location. For example, noise and air emissions are 
generally more likely to have an adverse health impact on the 
elderly and very young children. Similarly, the risk of ad-
verse impact may be increased at locations that have a higher 
level of exposure to noise and air emissions, especially if a 
person spends a significant proportion of their time at that 
location (for example, a place of residence or work). 

For the purposes of the PPS, the following types of develop-
ment are considered to be sensitive developments: 

• accommodation activities (including caretaker’s 
accommodation, community residence, dual occu-
pancy, dwelling house, dwelling unit, hostel, multi-
ple dwelling, relocatable home park, retirement fa-
cility, short term accommodation, tourist park); 

• residential care facilities; 

• educational establishments (including primary and 
secondary schools, colleges, technical institutes, 
universities or other educational institutions); 

• child care centres (including creche, early child-
hood centres, kindergartens and preschools); 

• health care services (including medical centres, 
health clinics, surgeries and other medical institu-
tions) and hospitals; 

• community uses (including art galleries, communi-
ty halls, libraries and museums) and places of wor-
ship; 

• office developments; and 

• a mix of any of the uses listed above. 

ASSESSMENT OF NOISE IMPACTS 

Assessment 

TMR requires that a developer engage a suitably qualified 
acoustical consultant who is a Registered Professional Engi-
neer of Queensland (RPEQ). TMR considers that, as acousti-
cal assessment involves scientifically based calculations and 
professional judgement, the consultant must be registered 
(RPEQ) or work under the supervision of a RPEQ. 

The preparation of all road traffic noise assessment reports 
shall be conducted in accordance with TMR’s Road Traffic 
Noise Management: Code of Practice, specifically Chapter 4 
(Department of Transport and Main Roads 2007). For some 
of the modes of transport, the assessment process is similar 
but the modelling will be different depending on the noise 
descriptor used for the applicable criteria. 

Environmental Noise Criteria for New Sensitive De-
velopment 

Where proposed development is identified as being adversely 
impacted by environmental noise from TOI, it should be 
developed in a way that takes account of any risks posed to 
the health, wellbeing and quality of life of the community at 
that location. 

Specifically, new sensitive land uses shall not be located on 
land that is considered to be adversely impacted by environ-
mental noise from TOI unless the level of exposure to envi-
ronmental noise can be attenuated to meet the specific envi-
ronmental criteria. 

When designing a new sensitive land use, developers shall 
ensure that the predicted impact of environmental noise, spe-
cifically transport noise, generated by future TOI for a 10 
year horizon from the sign off of the development by the 
assessment manager, are attenuated. 

As the PPS is not yet on TMR’s internet site, the criteria are 
set out in Table 1 of this paper. This Table describes the ex-
ternal noise criteria which are considered to be mandatory for 
new noise sensitive development contiguous with TOI (De-
partment of Transport and Main Roads 2011). 

 

Table 1: External Noise Criteria for New Sensitive Land Uses 

Transport infra-

structure 
Development type Environmental criteria 

Railway All facades of: ≤ 65 dB(A) Leq (24h) façade corrected 
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Transport infra-

structure 
Development type Environmental criteria 

• accommodation activities  

• residential care facilities  

≤ 87 dB(A) (single event maximum 

sound pressure level) façade corrected 

All open space and recreation areas of: 

• accommodation activities 

• residential care facilities  

≤ 62 dB(A) Leq (24h) free field 

≤ 84 dB(A) (single event maximum 
sound pressure level) free field 

All facades of: 

• educational establishments 

• child care centres 

• health care services and hospitals 

• community uses and places of worship 

• offices  

≤ 65 dB(A) Leq (1h) facade corrected 

(maximum hour during normal opening 
hours) 

≤ 87 dB(A) (single event maximum 
sound pressure level) façade corrected 

All open space and recreation areas of: 

• educational establishments 

• child care centres 

• health care services and hospitals 

• community uses 

• offices  

≤ 62 dB(A) Leq (12h) free field (be-
tween 6am and 6pm) 

≤ 84 dB(A) (single event maximum 
sound pressure level) free field 

Busway or 

Light Rail 

All facades of: 

• accommodation activities  

• residential care facilities  

≤ 55 dB(A) Leq (1h) façade corrected 

(maximum hour between 6am and 
10pm) 

≤ 50 dB(A) Leq (1h) façade corrected 

(maximum hour between 10pm and 
6am) 

≤ 64 dB(A) Lmax  façade corrected (be-
tween 10pm and 6am) 

All open space and recreation areas of: 

• accommodation activities 

• residential care facilities  

≤ 52 dB(A) Leq (1h) free field (maxi-
mum hour between 6am and 10pm) 

All facades of: 

• educational establishments 

• child care centres 

• health care services and hospitals 

• community uses and places of worship 

• offices  

≤ 55 dB(A) Leq (1h) façade corrected 

(maximum hour during normal opening 
hours) 
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Transport infra-

structure 
Development type Environmental criteria 

All open space and recreation areas of: 

• educational establishments 

• child care centres 

• health care services and hospitals 

• community uses 

• offices  

 

≤ 52 dB(A) Leq (1h) free field (maxi-

mum hour during normal opening 
hours) 

≤ 66 dB(A) Lmax free field (during nor-

mal opening hours) 

State-controlled 

Road 

All facades of: 

• accommodation activities  

• residential care facilities 

 

≤ 60 dB(A) L10 (18h) facade corrected 

(measured L90 (8h) free field between 
10pm and 6am ≤ 40dB(A)) 

≤ 63 dB(A) L10 (18h) facade corrected 

(measured L90 (8h) free field between 
10pm and 6am > 40dB(A)) 

All open space and recreation areas of: 

• accommodation activities  

• residential care facilities 

≤ 57 dB(A) L10 (18h) free field (meas-

ured L90 (18h) free field between 6am 
and 12 midnight ≤ 45dB(A))  

≤ 60 dB(A) L10 (18h) free field (meas-

ured L90 (18h) free field between 6am 
and midnight > 45dB(A))  

All facades of: 

• educational establishments 

• child care facilities 

• health care services and hospitals 

• community uses and places of worship 

• offices  

≤ 58 dB(A) L10 (1h) façade corrected 

(maximum hour during normal opening 
hours) 

All open space and recreation areas of: 

• educational establishments 

• child care centres 

• health care services and hospitals 

• community uses 

• offices  

≤ 63 dB(A) L10 (12h) free field (be-

tween 6am and 6pm) 

Multi-modal 

Corridor: Bus-

way or Light 

Rail and State-

All facades of: 

• accommodation activities 

• residential care facilities  

≤ 60 dB(A) L10 (18h) facade corrected 

(measured L90 (8h) free field between 
10pm and 6am ≤ 40dB(A)) 

≤ 63 dB(A) L10 (18h) facade corrected 

(measured L90 (8h) free field between 
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Transport infra-

structure 
Development type Environmental criteria 

controlled Road 10pm and 6am > 40dB(A)) 

All open space and recreation areas of:  

• accommodation activities 

• residential care facilities  

≤ 57 dB(A) L10 (18h) free field (meas-

ured L90 (18h) free field between 6am 
and 12 midnight ≤ 45dB(A))  

≤ 60 dB(A) L10 (18h) free field (meas-

ured L90 (18h) free field between 6am 
and midnight > 45dB(A))  

All facades of: 

• educational establishments 

• child care centres  

• health care services and hospitals 

• community uses and places of worship 

• offices  

≤ 58 dB(A) L10 (1h) façade corrected 

(maximum hour during normal opening 
hours) 

All open space and recreation areas of: 

• educational establishments 

• child care centres 

• health care services and hospitals 

• community uses 

• offices  

≤ 63 dB(A) L10 (12h) free field (be-
tween 6am and 6pm) 

Multi-modal 

Corridor: Rail-

way and State-

controlled Road 

All facades of: 

• accommodation activities 

• residential care facilities  

≤ 65 dB(A) Leq (24h) façade corrected 

≤ 87 dB(A) (single event maximum 

sound pressure level) façade corrected 

All open space and recreation areas of: 

• accommodation activities 

• residential care facilities  

≤ 62 dB(A) Leq (24h) free field 

≤ 84 dB(A) (single event maximum 

sound pressure level) free field 

All facades of: 

• educational establishments 

• child care centres 

• health care services and hospitals 

• community uses and places of worship 

• offices  

≤ 65 dB(A) Leq (1h) facade corrected 

(maximum hour during normal opening 
hours) 

≤ 87 dB(A) (single event maximum 

sound pressure level) façade corrected 

All open space and recreation areas of: ≤ 62 dB(A) Leq (12h) free field between 

6am and 6pm 
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Transport infra-

structure 
Development type Environmental criteria 

• educational establishments 

• child care centres 

• health care services and hospitals 

• community uses 

• offices  

≤ 84 dB(A) (single event maximum 

sound pressure level) free field 

Combined Road and Rail Criteria 

A complication arises in the combined assessment of road 
and rail traffic noise as the two different noise sources are 
assessed using different noise level descriptors. Road traffic 
noise is assessed as an L10 (18h) and rail traffic noise is as-
sessed as an Leq (24h). In discussion with TMR and Queens-
land Rail, a combined criteria assessment method was agreed.  

The total combined criterion level would be expressed as an 
Leq (24h) and the level would be 65dB(A). To convert the 
road traffic noise descriptor from an L10 (18h) to an Leq 
(24h) the following was applied:  

Leq (24h) = L10 (18h) – correction factor dB(A). 

The noise emissions from road and rail traffic were then pre-
dicted individually and combined on an energy scale basis to 
give the total noise impact at the receptors as an Leq (24h) 
noise level. 

Noise measurements were undertaken at two locations to 
determine the magnitude of the correction factor. The results 
of the L10 (18h) and the Leq (24h) measurements and the 
difference between them are shown in Table 2.  

Table 2: Results of L10 (18h) and Leq (24h) measurements 
Location Leq (24h) L10 (18h) Difference 

A 57.0 59.6 2.5 

A 53.9 56.4 2.6 

B 61.7 64.2 2.6 

B 61.5 64.2 2.7 

B 60.4 62.9 2.5 

B 59.1 61.5 2.4 

B 62.2 64.8 2.6 

B 62.1 64.9 2.8 
 
It can be seen that the differences between the L10 (18h) and 
the Leq (24h) for both locations. Based on this information, 
the chosen correction factor for the conversion of L10 (18h) to 
Leq (24h) for road traffic noise was 2.6dB(A). 

BUILDINGS WITHIN TRANSPORT NOISE 
CORRIDORS 

Previous Requirements 

In Queensland, properties located near State-controlled roads 
were often the subject of statutory covenants between the 
property owner and TMR.  Building applications for the con-

struction of residential-type buildings on covenanted proper-
ties were previously required to be approved by TMR.  Ap-
provals were generally conditional upon a noise assessment 
being undertaken and the implementation of certain noise 
attenuation treatments, such as the use of specific building 
materials. 

New Requirements 

On 1 September 2010 the Government introduced the new 
QDC MP4.4 (Department of Local Government and Planning 
2010). The main driver for this shift was to include noise 
attenuation into the Building Code where it is considered to 
be most appropriate. Building certification is not a TMR 
issue. This code seeks to reduce the impact of road and rail 
traffic noise on the day-to-day activities of occupants in new 
residential development within Transport Noise Corridors 
(TNC).  The intention is to ensure that a consistent standard 
for noise reduction is set across the State to help achieve 
indoor noise levels that do not impact upon the health and 
well-being of Queensland residents. Streamlining the devel-
opment process will reduce costs, uncertainty and time for 
Government and the community.  

Now that QDC MP4.4 is in place, the department is no longer 
using statutory covenants for acoustic treatment of buildings 
to address the impact of traffic noise as part of concurrence 
agency conditions. The QDC MP4.4 will ensure residential 
development is designed and constructed to attenuate noise.  

The QDC MP4.4 sets mandatory building standards for resi-
dential development (Building Classes 1, 2, 3 and 4, includ-
ing houses, townhouses, units, hotels and motels).  The 
Building Class definition can be derived from the website: 
http://www.bsa.qld.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/Builder
s_Contractors/Fact%20Sheets/BCA%20Classes%20of%20B
uilding.pdf.  

Transport Noise Corridors 

The Building Act 1975 has been amended to provide for the 
designation of land as a TNC by gazette notice. The Act es-
tablishes criteria for State and local governments to designate 
TNC.  

Currently only State-controlled roads have been designated. 
These were designated by gazette on 13 August 2010.   

The designated corridors cover land within 100 metres of a 
State-controlled road with this extended up to 250 metres in 
situations of high noise levels due to significant volumes of 
traffic and/or high proportions of heavy vehicles (mainly 
along motorways and major arterials). Amendments to the 
designated corridors can be undertaken in the future as cir-
cumstances change. 

http://www.bsa.qld.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/Builders_Contractors/Fact%20Sheets/BCA%20Classes%20of%20Building.pdf
http://www.bsa.qld.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/Builders_Contractors/Fact%20Sheets/BCA%20Classes%20of%20Building.pdf
http://www.bsa.qld.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/Builders_Contractors/Fact%20Sheets/BCA%20Classes%20of%20Building.pdf
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In early 2011, following proposed amendments to the Build-
ing Act 1975, TNC have been designated for franchised 
roads. A franchised road means a road to which a road fran-
chise agreement applies which is usually a toll road in this 
instance. 

These corridors can also be designated along rail corridors or 
local government roads. The proposed designated corridors 
for rail cover the land within 150m for a passenger line and 
up to 250m for a freight line. TNC relating to rail are ex-
pected to be designated in late 2011. 

Effectively, this means that most transport corridors which 
are the responsibility of the State will have designated TNC 
under the Building Act 1975. It is anticipated that local gov-
ernments will also designate TNC within their jurisdiction in 
the future. 

The QDC MP4.4 and how it applies 

The new QDC MP4.4 is a mandatory component of the QDC, 
applying only to residential buildings in designated TNC. 
This information can be derived from the website: 
www.dip.qld.gov.au.      

The QDC MP4.4 sets mandatory building standards compris-
ing of various building material specifications to reduce in-
ternal noise levels. It details noise reduction requirements for 
habitable rooms across four noise categories and contains 
information on acceptable building materials for floors, 
walls, roofs, windows and doors to achieve appropriate noise 
reductions. The actual level of noise reduction required in 
each instance will be dependent on the noise category within 
which the property is located. 

The noise category applicable to a building or site within a 
designated TNC is based on the amount of noise modelled for 
the location. The applicable category can be derived from the 
website: 

 www.dip.qld.gov.au/building/transport-noise-corridor-
search-tool.html.  

Alternatively the noise category can be determined by a noise 
assessment prepared by a suitably qualified person pursuant 
to Schedule 3 of the new QDC MP4.4.  

Each noise category (refer to Table 3 of this paper) is based 
on the predicted external noise level and hence reflects a 
required noise reduction level (Transport Noise Reduction or 
TNR). Each category has an associated list of indicative 
building material specifications to achieve the specified 
weighted sound reduction index (Rw), resulting in a reduc-
tion in transport noise from the external side of a habitable 
room to the internal living space. 

Table 3: Determination of noise categories 

Noise 
 Category 

 

Road Traffic 
Noise Level* 

(State-controlled 
roads and desig-
nated local gov-
ernment roads ) 

LA10 (18h) 
dB(A) 

Railway 
Noise Level* 
Single event 

maximum 
noise 
LAmax 

dB(A) 

Category 4 ≥ 73 ≥ 85 

Category 3 68 - 72 80 - 84 

Category 2 63 - 67 75 – 79 

Category 1 58 - 62 70 - 74 

Category 0 ≤ 57 ≤ 69 

* measured at 1m from the most exposed façade of the proposed 
or existing building 

Checking compliance with the QDC MP4.4 is the responsi-
bility of building certifiers. The QDC MP4.4 lists acceptable 
building materials to achieve the required TNR values, and 
will enable certifiers to approve the listed building materials 
when undertaking building assessment and certification. 

It should be noted that a single property can be partially with-
in a noise category or lie across multiple noise categories. In 
these cases, the requirements will depend on where the actual 
building is located. If the building sits wholly within a single 
noise category area on the property, then that noise catego-
ry’s requirements will apply, even thought other parts of the 
property may be in a higher or lower noise category. A build-
ing that sits across multiple noise category areas will have to 
meet the requirements of the higher noise category. 

The QDC MP4.4 applies consistently across the State to all 
new and renovated residential buildings within TNC. 

Alternative Solutions 

Under section 14(4)(b) of the Building Act 1975 alternative 
solutions to the prescribed acceptable solutions contained in 
the Schedule 2 of QDC MP4.4 can be used if the alternative 
solution is determined to comply with or at least be equiva-
lent to the relevant performance criteria of the materials. 
Building certifiers are responsible for assessing whether an 
alternative solution complies with the QDC MP4.4 perfor-
mance criteria and they may rely on a competent person to 
assist with the assessment. It is recommended that, in cases 
where a noise assessment forms part of an alternative solu-
tion, that the assessment be conducted by a suitably qualified 
person and meets the requirements for noise reports as out-
lined in Schedule 3 of the QDC MP4.4. A suitably qualified 
person is defined as being a Registered Professional Engineer 
Queensland. It is recommended that the property owner dis-
cuss alternative solutions and possible requirements involved 
with a building certifier early in the design stage.  

Acceptable Solutions are defined in the QDC MP4.4 as fol-
lows:  
The external envelope of habitable rooms in a residential 
building located in a transport noise corridor complies with 
the minimum Rw for each building component specified in 
Schedule 1 of the QDC MP4.4 to achieve a minimum 
transport noise reduction level for the relevant noise category 
by: 

(a) using materials specified in Schedule 2 of the QDC 
MP4.4; or 

(b) using materials with manufacturer’s specifications that, 
in combination, achieve the minimum Rw value for the 
relevant building component and applicable noise cate-
gory. 

Australian Standard AS3671: Acoustics – Road traffic noise 
intrusion – Building siting and construction cannot be used 
to determine the minimum Rw for each building component 
on all sides of a building. Providing the building certifier 

http://www.dip.qld.gov.au/
http://www.dip.qld.gov.au/building/transport-noise-corridor-search-tool.html
http://www.dip.qld.gov.au/building/transport-noise-corridor-search-tool.html
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gives approval, the alternative solution scenario may permit 
the applicant to redefine the noise category locations by tak-
ing into account the effect of a noise barrier and terrain on 
the noise levels for instance. The whole building shall be 
designed in accordance with the intent of QDC MP4.4. The 
legislation however does allow that where buildings have had 
a detailed noise assessment carried out, each part of the 
building can be designed with regard to its specific noise 
exposure level. The required noise reduction levels relating 
to L10 (18h) levels for roads and to the Lmax levels for rail (in 
single whole number increments) are specified in Schedule 1 
of the QDC MP4.4.  

Will TMR still request Noise Reports? 

The Department will continue to assess development applica-
tions for road traffic noise impacts. This will result in noise 
reports only being required for properties within a TNC and 
in most cases, only those properties contiguous with the 
TNC. The main purpose of the noise reports will be to identi-
fy where noise barriers are an effective noise attenuation 
treatment compared with other attenuation approaches. This 
is likely to depend on a number of factors such as the local 
circumstances and the scale and layout of the proposed de-
velopment. The intention is to ensure that a consistent stand-
ard for noise reduction is set across the State to help achieve 
indoor noise levels that do not impact upon the health and 
well-being of Queensland residents.  

It is noted the new QDC MP4.4 does not address private open 
space. Noise barriers within a TNC can be used as one meth-
od of addressing road and rail traffic noise for private open 
space areas. Additional to this, private open space can be 
located in such a way that the development itself acts as a 
noise barrier, meaning the private open space area is located 
on the opposite side of the building to the noise source.  

APPLICATON OF ENVIRONMENTAL CRITERIA 
AND THE QDC MP4.4 

The use of the QDC MP4.4 is only applicable to building 
applications. 

It is intended that all development applications triggered by 
TMR concurrence powers be required to undertake a road 
traffic noise assessment in accordance with the department's 
Road Traffic Noise Management: Code of Practice (Chapter 
4). This is the same as current practice. The criteria are set 
out in Table 1 of this paper.  

It is considered appropriate that a noise assessment should 
provide the height of noise barrier necessary to protect high-
est houses and low set houses in the noise report so that TMR 
can make an informed decision. The developer’s proposed 
noise attenuation strategy shall be indicated in the noise re-
port. A likely outcome may be that a barrier is proposed for a 
lowset house and the ground floor of a highset house, while 
the building application for the upper floor of a highset house 
may be subject to the QDC MP4.4 taking into account (via 
acoustical assessment), or not taking into account, the pres-
ence of the noise barrier and terrain. However this should be 
considered on a case by case basis. It should be borne in 
mind that the requirements of the QDC MP4.4 might also 
apply to the low-set house or the ground floor of a high-set 
house. The use of a noise barrier will reduce the requirements 
of the QDC MP4.4 for the building application. It is most 
likely to change the noise category thereby reducing the 
building costs for a building applicant. 

The department should not be required to build any noise 
barriers for a developer. This has been supported recently 
where the Minister has stated that the developer should build 
a noise barrier in the first instance prior to TMR considering 
constructing any infill noise barriers. 

A developer can not argue that the need for a noise barrier is 
unreasonable due to the QDC MP4.4. The PPS states TMR's 
position with respect to the criteria for a developer to achieve 
as part of a development application and the QDC MP4.4 is 
only relevant to building applications which are the responsi-
bility of the land owner and not the developer. 

Therefore development applications triggered by concurrence 
powers can be conditioned to provide noise attenuation 
treatments e.g. noise barriers. 
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